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SUBJECT: TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

REF: NEW DELHI 10561 

1 . SUMMARY. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE JULY 12, TURKISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER OKCUN REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED WHY 
TURKEY WOULD QUALIFY AS A GUEST AT NAM MEETINGS. SAID 
THAT TURKEY DID NOT PROPOSE TO QUIT NATO AND CENTO 

"FOR THE TIME BEING," AND EXPRESSED SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
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THE LONG TERM DEFENSE PLANNING OF NATO. HE ALSO 
COMMENTED ON US ARMS EMBARGO, GREECE, CYPRUS, AND 
THE SOVIET UNION. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE NON-ALIGNED: OCKUN SAID THAT HE HAD SOUNDED 
INDIA AND YUGOSLAVIA ABOUT TURKEY'S DESIRE FOR GUEST 
STATUS AT THE NON ALIGNED MEETINGS AND WOULD HAVE FURTHER 
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TALKS WITH OTHER NAM COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, HE SAID, BECAUSE 
OF THE TIME FACTOR IT MIGHT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR TURKEY TO 
ATTEND THE BELGRADE MINISTERIAL MEETING BUT HE WAS 
HOPEFUL ABOUT SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS. CITING THE GUEST STATUS 
GIVEN FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS TO ROMANIA AND PORTUGAL, 

OCKUN SAID THAT ALTHOUGH TURKEY WAS A MEMBER OF A 
COLLECTIVE SECURITY SYSTEM, CONDITIONS HAD CHANGED SINCE 
IT IS NOW AN ERA OF DETENTE AND TURKEY WANTED TO DEVELOP 
ITS RELATIONS WITH THE NON-ALIGNED. HE SAID THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD INDIAS REACTION TO TURKEY'S REQUEST WAS POSITIVE. 
OCKUN DID NOT SEE ANY LINKAGE BETWEEN THE SIMILAR REQUESTS 
OF PAKISTAN AND TURKEY FOR GUEST STATUS. 

3. NATO AND CENTO: REPLYING TO A QUESTION, OKUN SAID 
THAT TURKEY DID NOT PROPOSE TO QUIT NATO AND CENTO "FOR 
THE TIME BEING". PEACE AND STABILITY IN THESE REGIONS 
DEPENDED ON "A VERY DELICATE BALANCE" AND IT WAS IMPORTANT 

TO ACHIEVE DETENTE WITHOUT DISTURBING THE BALANCE. MEMBERSHIP 
IN THESE ALLIANCES WERE STILL USEFUL FOR TURKEY BUT 
"THE MORE YOU STRENGTHEN DETENTE THE MORE THE COLLECTIVE 
SECURITY SYSTEM WOULD GET OUTLIVED." OCKUN SAID THAT 
TURKEY HAD MADE CLEAR ITS RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE LONG- 
TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM OF NATO AND THAT IN VIEW OF THE 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES OF TURKEY IT WOULD BE HARD FOR 
HIS COUNTRY TO ADHERE TO THE PROGRAM. WE BELIEVE OUR 
CONTRIBUTION TO NATO SHOULD NOT BE BIGGER THAN NATO'S 
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CONTRIBUTION TO TURKEY, HE REPORTEDLY SAID. 

4. US ARMS EMBARGO: OCKUN WAS QUOTED AS SAYING "IT 
WOULD NOT BE THE END OF THE WORLD IF THE EMBARGO IS NOT 
LIFTED." IT WAS A PROBLEM FOR THE US CONGRESS TO DEAL 
WITH BUT TURKEY WAS FACED WITH THE EMBARGO BECAUSE OF 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM AND FELT THAT UNLESS THE EMBARGO WAS 
LIFTED GREECE WOULD NOT AGREE TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS. 

5. GREECE AND CYPRUS: OCKUN SAID THAT THEY HAD CLOSE 
COLLABORATION WITH BULGARIA WHICH WAS A MEMBER OF A 
DIFFERENT COLLECTIVE SECURITY SYSTEM BUT PROBLEMS WITH GREECE, 
A NATO MEMBER. THESE PROBLEMS HE LISTED AS GREECE'S 

BANNING OF INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS THROUGH THE AEGEAN 
AIRSPACE, DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF, AND 
GREEK FAILURE TO HONOR DEMILITARIZATION IN THE AEGEAN 
AGREED TO UNDER EARLIER TREATIES. ACCORDING TO ONE 
REPORT, HOWEVER, OCKUN SAID HE DID NOT THINK THESE PROBLEMS 
WERE INSURMOUNTABLE AND COULD BE SOLVED THROUGH GOODWILL 
AND DETERMINATION. HE REITERATED TURKEY'S POSITION ON 
CYPRUS, MENTIONED RECENT TURKISH-CYPRIOT PROPOSALS SENT TO 
UN SECRETARY GENERAL, AND SAID TURKEY WAS AWAITING FOR 
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ANOTHER CALL BY WALDHEIM FOR THE TWO CYPRIOT 
COMMUNITIES TO ENTER DISCUSSIONS. 

6. SOVIET UNION: OCKUN REFERRED TO RECENT TURKO-SOVIET 
TALKS AND SAID THE RELATIONSHIP WAS BASED ON 
CONFIDENCE AND THAT THE POLITICAL DOCUMENT WHICH HAD BEEN 
SIGNED WAS BASED ON THE FINAL ACT OF THE HELSINKI ACCORD. 

GOHEEN 
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